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SECRET. 


18 August 1965 


Office ef the legislative Counsel 


letter Witten by Julius Epstein* a Research 
JUsseelate of the l&sover Institute of Stanford 
t&dLvwslty, to the Editor of the Sale Alto gteea 


1 * fhia is in answer to your request for sacra lafarmtion ©n, 
Hr* Jesma Gehrig’s questions, 

2. Intelligence on hand indicates rather clearly that the 
subject account of Soviet manned space failures is false* Shore has 
been a succession of articles ef stel lar tenor appearing in each 
ease to provide specific details of Soviet catastrophes in space hut 
in m case can these details he cc r r c foq r a tod. hy intelligent on 
Soviet space activities, 2bat these articles feed upon one another 
and #njey ianunity from open disproof is revealed in the growing 
masfber of deaths reported as they periodically reappear. 

3. lath one possible exeeptien, all the persons nausd in the 
letter appo&r to he actual persons which have appeared at one time 
er another In the Soviet press. It appears that Hr. Epstein could 
hare acquired the died nsoaes in the fallowing places? 

a. Seventy SWborin • She name ’’Eerently Shiborin" 
apparently first appeared in the 26 Kovwfcer 1961 (Ho, -48) 
issue of a Munich (Germany) weekly called Revue under the 
title ef "li^irb Soviet Spaceman Burned to SoebV, fhere 
is m evidence that such a person ever existed. 

b, fitter Dolgov «* "Hsbr Dolgov" was reported by the 
tjj ggjg as a M gh altitude parachutist who was killed WM 1 * 
asking a Justp from a very high altitude m 1 Eevwd»er 1962. 
fhis jonp was described in Izvestte m 15 Beveuisor I96&. 

&&&&$■ * Sevitt p^ljtmtien fed^ya Kodlny (Ho, % laSsrusry 
1963) described the Jtaap and MgWM'a Tioldesr of the 
Order of leain for testing and p erfecting the outfitting ef 
the Cosmonauts". Since the Soviet coeaacmauts have used an 
individual parachute recovery system* Dolgov’s testing ef 
parachutes was probably related to this type ef equipment. 
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c, Tfesailievitch 2*rwodowsky - A 28 Way 1963 copy of 
lavestta reports that "Savodovakiy", formerly- a tester of 
systems and sqjuijunerxfc for high altitude flights is nov a 
Moscow chauffeur. It has been reported | 

that his name and picture have appeared in the Soviet press 
in connection ■with the testing of aircraft Instruments. 

d. Alexei Belokonev, Ivan Khecheur, Alexia Orataev, 
and Jentjady Hichailov • These four name appeared in the 
Soviet periodical Ogonak (jfc. kQ, October 1959). Although 
the article discussed special suits to be used In space and 
at high altitudes, the individuals above ware called tech* 
nioal workers and not cosmonauts. 

4. The transliteration used by Hr. Epstein indicates Oeinan 
or Bslish sources. The origin of these stories may wy wen be 
esaigrd groups attempting to discredit the Soviet space program. 
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